
An abatement on new property taxes may
be all that is standing in the way of a local
auto dealer relocating to Highland.

Redevelopment Director Cecile Petro said
the owner of Circle Buick GMC in Schererville
believes he has found an ideal location for his
dealership on the site of the former O’Hara
Sports store on 45th and Spring streets.

Wayne Druktenis Sr. is requesting that the
town approve a 10-year abatement on new
constructiom. During that time, the town
would continue to collect taxes on the $1.51
million in taxable property value assessed to
the location. e abatement would be on new
taxes that would be generated by $300,000 in
improvements needed to convert the sporting
goods store into an auto dealership.

Circle would save about $34,000 in
property taxes over 10 years, $12,000 of which
would be payable to the town. e remainder
would go to other units of government, such
as the township and county.

Petro believes this is a valuable investment
for the town to make. “We have worked for
10 months to find a good location in
Highland for this business, which could have

gone to Illinois or another Northwest Indiana
community,” she said.

“We are absolutely thrilled that they have
chosen Highland. e company is planning
to hire 10 additional employees. ey have a
great customer base in Northwest Indiana,
which will now be traveling to our town to do
business and they are going to be a wonderful
addition to our tax base over time.”

In order to grant the abatement, the town
will need to take a series of legal steps. e
Town Council is expected to take up the issue
during public meetings in June and July. c

After closing for a bridge
replacement in early May, Cline
Avenue is expected to reopen to
traffic Independence Day weekend.

Public Works Director John Bach
cautions residents that the road will
remain under construction, meaning
slow and stopped traffic along Cline
between Ridge Road and 45th Street
for the balance of the summer.

“The contractor is doing all he can to
get ahead of the construction while
the bridge over the Cady Marsh is
being rebuilt,” he said. “I am asking
everyone to be patient and be
prepared for delays while the road
improvements are being completed.”

DISC RepLAY To opeN SToRe

IN HIGHLAND GRoVe MALL

Disc Replay Worldwide, a national retailer
that buys, sells and trades used DVD and blu-
ray movies, used CDs, video games, video
game systems and accessories, will open a
location at Highland Grove Mall later this year.

The Highland store -- north of Kohl’s and
adjacent to the new Ulta Store -- is the
retailer’s 12th Indiana franchise including
stores in Schererville and Merrillville. 

The Humane Society wants Highland's
lost and stray animals. Police
Commander George Georgeff said
the town is considering the offer.

"The advantage to the Humane
Society is that it is no-kill," Georgeff
said. "We care for strays for a week
or so. If no one claims them we take
them to an Illinois shelter. it doesn't
cost us anything but they euthanize
animals when they run out of room."

Both parties plan to meet to
determine what is best for Highland.

New HoMe FoR STRAYS?

State budget cuts have prompted
the School Board to eliminate the
mailing of the “Your Schools” -- 
a publication designed to keep you 
in-the-know about Highland schools. 

FoR MoRe INFo: You can now
find the full document online at
www.highland.k12.in.us.

‘YoUR SCHooLS’ oNLINe

CLINe AVeNUe To ReopeN
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CIRCLe SeeKS TAx BReAK

oN HIGHLAND ReLoCATIoN

e Highland and Griffith town councils
are planning a joint meeting to talk about
ways the two communities can work together.

High on the agenda is the possibility of
creating a fire protection district. “Anytime
we find opportunities to work together to
save money and gain efficiencies, we will do

it,” Highland Town Council President Mark
Herak said. “is meeting will be very
preliminary but we are all hopeful that this
meeting will be the first of many that will lead
to initiatives that result in economies of scale
and efficiencies every community needs in
these challenging times.” c

HIGHLAND AND GRIFFITH expLoRe pARTNeRSHIp
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Two homes acquired just west of Town
Hall will be demolished later this summer. 

Members of the Town Council approved
the purchase of the properties earlier this year
to provide ample space for a a new public
safety facility to house both police and fire.
Planning for the construction is preliminary
and no timetable has yet been established to
advance the project.  

Public Works Director John Bach said
because no one has stepped forward with a
plan to acquire one or both of the homes and
move them, the town decided to proceed with
plans to raze them.

A contract for demolition could be
awarded as early as June 21 and demolition
would be expected within 30 days. As part of
the terms of the project, the debris will be
removed and the area will be covered with top
soil and seeded. 

e town is expecting the cost of the
demotion to be about $20,000. c
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YoUR CoUNCILMAN

ABoUT ToDAY’S INSeRT

In this month’s mailing is a detailed
publication on the town water supply. 

Bottom line: The drinking water
Highland receives from Hammond
complies with all of the state and
federal environmental standards.

“This Consumer Confidence Report
provides an overview of Highland’s
water distribution system,” Public
Works Director John Bach said. “It
also includes the data completed in
2009 as well as testing Hammond
does on the water it provides to us.”
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It’s a Bar Crawl -- Highland PD style --
and it is set to debut this week.

Known by police as the Bar Beat, the
initiative has been designed to provide an
optimal police presence using both marked
vehicles and foot patrols to ensure a safe
atmosphere in and around establishments
serving alcohol.

First to see the enhanced police presence
will be locales -- such as Highway Avenue
downtown -- where police have documented
problems, as well as areas where there is the
potential for problems.

Police assigned to the Bar Beat will be
working weekend evening shifts in addition
to their regularly assigned duties. ey will be
on the look-out for underage drinking,
disorderly or intoxicated individuals and
public decency infractions. Officers will be
also be on the look-out for gang members and
those suspected of gang activity.

Working in pairs, the officers will maintain

increased foot patrols downtown and
repeatedly visit establishments serving alcohol.

Chief Pete Hojnicki said the plan is to
increase police visibility and safety.

“It is our goal to develop a rapport with
owners, employees and patrons solidifying our
position to provide a safe dining/visiting
atmosphere.

Bar Beats are planned for weekends and/or
Tuesdays and ursdays from 11 p.m. to 3
a.m. beginning the first weekend in June and
ending the last weekend in August.

Hojnicki said the initiative will be
reviewed regularly as it progresses and
modified to ensure the goals are being met.

“We expect there will be arrests given the
unacceptable behavior displayed by some
patrons while overindulging,” he said.
“Complaints of littering, mischief, public
indecency, disorderly conduct and public
intoxication have become commonplace
within the downtown area.”c

poLICe LAUNCH BAR BeAT
officers increase downtown foot patrols to curb 

underage drinking, disorderly conduct violations

NewS TIp? SToRY IDeA?

Send your suggestions to:

GAZEBO EXPRESS IDEAS
c/o Highland Town Hall 
3333 Ridge Road 
Highland • IN • 46322

gazeboexpress@theideafactory.us.com

The Gazebo Express is produced by:

The Idea Factory • (219) 381-0634 
www.theideafactory.us.com

Two HoMeS oN DeMoLITIoN BLoCK

TowN SeCUReS CHeLA’S

The town has secured the restaurant
formerly known as Chela’s, while officials
sort out the details and responsibilities. 

Building Commissioner Ken Mika said the
building at 3325-45th Street fell into
disrepair after it was seized as part of a
bank foreclosure more than a year ago.
Mika said utilities were turned off, and 
as a result, sump pumps didn’t work, the
basement filled with water and portions 
of the interior of the building became
saturated and collapsed. 

“Typically, banks are responsive to
property maintenance issues,” he said.
“We have secured the building so no one
can get in and injure themselves while we
get someone to get this cleaned up.”

The future of the building remains murky.
“It’s hard to believe at this point that any
part of the structure will be able to be
salvaged,” Mika said. “The amount of
money that will be needed to rehab it far
exceeds the building’s value.”
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pRoMpT CARe wITH HIGH-TeCH FLAIR

e
very time a Highland resident phones
911 in need of urgent medical care,
the call is routed seamlessly to the

Prompt Ambulance communication center --
a futuristic hub in the Highland Industrial
Park that works to bring highly trained medics
to your door more quickly than ever before.

Prompt invested millions of dollars in the
dispatch facility earlier this year as part of a
comprehensive  upgrade that now makes the
company’s system the most technologically
advanced in Indiana.

“We took a hallway, a conference room
and several offices and created this center,”
says Prompt Communication Manager Ron
Donahue, who helped create the prototype
for the dispatch center. “We designed this for
now while planning for the future.”

As he talks, Donahue offers a tour of the
facility, explaining how each component
works and what makes the system so valuable.

A supervisor monitors calls in progress
among the Prompt fleet while dispatchers
connect them to staff in the field. is flurry

of activity occurs amid a backdrop of large
screen monitors flashing vital information.

While one screen flashes up-to-the-minute
calls by community and response times,
another plots five years of historical
information to show where the next
emergency is likely to occur. It is a data
stream that updates every five minutes.
Flanking the dispatchers is a weather center
that provides a live feed tracking the next
event on a very stormy Friday.

Meanwhile, in the field, a medical crew
receives information about the patient even as
they get directions from an advanced
computer system that maps the most direct
route to the residence.

“is provides all of the information we
need at the click of a button,” Donahue says.
“While the medical team is en route to the
hospital, the field crew is able to fax reports to
the emergency department. We are very
proud of this system and the efficiencies we
are able to translate into expedited, high-
quality patient care.” c

ABoUT pRoMpT

Prompt Ambulance, established 
in 1998, is owned and operated 
by lifelong Highland resident 
Gary Miller and his wife, Char. 
The company has 500 employees
and 13 base locations. The
corporate headquarters and
dispatch center in Highland puts
Prompt within 15 miles of all eight
Lake County Hospitals.

CpR & FIRST AID CLASS

Prompt offers a variety of classes and
training for both the community and
health professionals. The next CPR
and First Aid class will be held at
8:30 a.m. June 19 at 9835 Express
Drive in Highland. Please call (219)
838-4444 to register.

JoB oppoRTUNITIeS

If you are interested in exploring 
job opportunities at PROMPT, email
jimkilinski@promptambulance.com or
visit www.promptambulance.com
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“We are very proud of ... the efficiencies we are able to translate into expedited, high-quality patient care.”

BY THe NUMBeRS

The company is contracted to provide urgent
medical care for residents and businesses in five
area communities -- Highland, Munster, Griffith,
Dyer and Merrillville. For the first quarter of
2010, the company responded to nearly 2,500
calls in those five 
communities.
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eNJoY THe FIRewoRKS

Fireworks will begin at 9 p.m. 

July 4 at Homestead Park.

KNow THe RULeS 

Fireworks are allowed between 
5 p.m. and two hours after

sunset June 29 through July 9.

The exception is July 3

between 10 a.m. and midnight.

“We want residents to follow
the rules and to be safe,”
Police Chief Pete Hojnicki said.
“Fireworks can be 
very dangerous. 
Take every 
precaution to 
stay safe.”

FeSTIVAL HoURS

The Fourth of July Festival  
begins at 4 p.m. June 30 at 
main Square Park.

JUNe 30 4 to10 p.m.

JULY 1 4 to 10 p.m.

JULY 2 4 p.m. to midnight

JULY 3 Noon to midnight

JULY 4 Noon to 10 p.m.

Ride bracelets are $20 from 

4 to 8 p.m. June 30 and from 

noon to 4 p.m. July 3. They will 
be discounted to $15 from 6 to 

10 p.m. July 4.

DANCe To THe MUSIC

JUNe 30 4 p.m.    Gruv 6
7 p.m.    muddSharks

JULY 1 4 p.m.   monterrey
7 p.m.    Neverly Brothers

JULY 2 4 p.m.    Stealin’ the Farm
8 p.m.    Relics

JULY 3 Noon      O’Day music
2:30 p.m. 
8 p.m.    The unit

JULY 4 Noon      Ed Paken Band
4 p.m.    The Rays
7 p.m.    Together

wATCH THe pARADe

Highland’s most senior 
resident -- 102-year-old Pearl
kortenhoven -- will be the
Grand marshall of this year’s
twilight parade. The parade

begins at 6:30 p.m. July 3

at St. James the Less Catholic
Church (45th and kennedy),
continues north on kennedy to
Highway Avenue and east along
Highway to the park.

RUN THe MILe

This annual one-mile race kicks
off the Twilight Independence
Day Parade. All participants
receive a tee-shirt. Entry forms
are available at Lincoln Center.
Register race day at the School
Administration Building.

Open to all age groups, the race begins at 6:30 p.m.

July 3 at 40th Street and kennedy Avenue. The fee

is $6 through July 2 and $9 on race day.

Vickie mcCartney Dancers

TRASH To TReASURe

Trash to Treasure X -- An Art Exhibit
showcases the work of talented local
artists who fashioned art from what
others have thrown away.

wHeN: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. through July 9

wHeRe: Lake County Convention and
Visitor’s Bureau, I-80/94 and Kennedy
Avenue in Hammond

INFo: Call (219) 989-7770 or visit
www.southshorecva.com

YoGA IN THe pARK

Master the downward dog and the lotus

as you gain flexibility and strengthen 

your core during this summer series. 

wHeN: 9 a.m. Saturdays June through

September.

wHeRe: Wicker Park Shelter 1, located 

at Ridge Road and Prairie Avenue.

INFo: Call (219) 838-3420 or visit

www.wickermemorialpark.com.

SUMMeR CoNCeRT SeRIeS

wHeN: Thursdays beginning June 17
through August 12. Doors open at 7 p.m.
Showtime is 8 to 11 p.m.

wHeRe: Wicker Park Social Center, 2215
Ridge Road.

SCHeDULe: History’s End June 17,
Mellencougar June 24, Gone to Paradise
July 1 and Crawpuppies July 8

Fee: Tickets are $5, ages 21 and over

INFo: Call (219) 932-2530 ext. 327

JULY4 FeSTIVITIeS


